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Helen Evans: a decade on the frontiers
of global health
By Ashlee Betteridge
19 October 2016

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,
have become major forces in global health. When they were still  finding their feet,  an
Australian woman played a central role in the leadership of both organisations, helping
them to move beyond startup mode, navigate through thorny policy debates and attract
unprecedented levels of support from donors.

After 20 years in the Australian public service, working on indigenous health, HIV/AIDS and
immunisation, Helen Evans was recruited to the Global Fund as its first Deputy Executive
Director in 2005. She later moved into a similar role at Gavi. She returned to Australia in
2014, completing a decade of work for two of the world’s biggest ‘vertical funds’. Over the
course of that decade, the two organisations saved millions of lives, shaped global markets
for drugs and vaccines and challenged traditional models of multilateral governance and
fundraising.

Helen’s story, written by Robin Davies, is the third in our series of Aid Profiles. Read it here.

About the author/s

Ashlee Betteridge
Ashlee Betteridge was the Manager of the Development Policy Centre until April 2021. She
was previously a Research Officer at the centre from 2013-2017. A former journalist, she
holds a  Master  of  Public  Policy  (Development Policy)  from ANU and has development
experience in Indonesia and Timor-Leste. She now has her own consultancy, Better Things

/home/devpolic/public_html/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/RS9528_Gavi_2013_BartVerWeji_Laos-149-lpr.jpg
https://devpolicy.org/aidprofiles/
https://devpolicy.org/aidprofiles/2016/10/19/helen-evans-a-decade-on-the-frontiers-of-global-health/
https://devpolicy.org


Page 1 of 1

Consulting, and works across several large projects with managing contractors.
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